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Lesson – 2 (Qtr. – 3, 2026) 1 and 2 Corinthians - The Message of the Cross 
Scripture Text: "For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God" (1 Corinthians 1:18, NIV). 

Introduction: In our introductory lesson 1, we must have learnt that letters are written to connect on a deeper level. Writing by hand demonstrates care and intention. Thus, this is why Paul wrote letters to the believers. 

The title of our lesson this week references a famous passage from Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth. There was a major concern among the believers of Corinth church and Paul was so perplexed that right after the greetings (1 Cor. 1:1-3) and the thanksgiving section (1 Cor. 1:4-9), he takes up this issue of divisions in the church to address it first in (1 Cor. 1:10-17). 
Thus, specifically 1 Corinthians 1:18, the Apostle Paul explains that the concept of a crucified Savior appears irrational and weak to those who rely solely on human wisdom, but to believers, it represents the ultimate power and wisdom of God. 
The Gospel of the Cross - What is the Message of the Cross?
As we read our bibles, it’s important to know that in most contexts, the “message of the Cross” is the same as “the gospel”. And the ‘gospel’ is that:  
· Christ has paid the price and penalty for our sins.  
· Jesus was crucified; He died and was buried.  
· He rose from the grave victorious over sin and death. 
· He ascended to heaven and now sits exalted at the right hand of God the Father. 
· And we all who believe too, will be raised and will spend eternity with Him.
Do we really understand what the gospel message means? 
It is the power to save (Romans 1:16), “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”) In addition, it represents the power behind the Cross, God Himself. 
To the Greeks of his era, who valued human logic and rhetorical eloquence (stylistic persuasive), a crucified Messiah made no rational sense. To the Jews, it was a "stumbling block" because a cursed, executed man directly contradicted their expectations of a powerful, conquering king. 

Paul explained this in his letters to address the specific pride of the church in Corinth. The congregation there was highly focused on earthly intelligence, status, and eloquent speech. He overthrew this by arguing that God deliberately chose the seemingly "weak" and "foolish" method of the cross to achieve salvation. This ensures that people place their faith in God's power rather than in human wisdom. Ellen G. White writes, “he decided to follow another plan of labor in Corinth in his efforts to arrest the attention of the careless and the indifferent. He determined to avoid elaborate arguments and discussions, and 'not to know anything' among the Corinthians 'save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.' "--Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 244.
Foolishness to Those Who Are Perishing – 

Question: Why is the gospel message seen as foolishness?
The definition of foolish is to lack good sense or judgment.  It is something that is unwise. 
The Apostle Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth responds to several doctrinal questions about their new faith. In 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5, he takes time to address what the Cross (the gospel message) means: 
· Christ’s resurrection is the demonstration of God’s power and wisdom. 
· This power is revealed in His victory over both sin and death. 
· His wisdom is seen in His eternal plan of redemption for lost man.

So, who considers the message of the Cross as foolishness in the 21st century?  Those “who are perishing”. These individuals seek pleasure in the things of this world versus the things of God. The Greek pagan mind could not grasp the idea of the ‘crucified Christ, His death and the resurrection’ from the dead! 

So, what’s the message for us here? 

Whatever opposition we face, God has people who are open to hear the truth. And we must be ready to be used by Him, in places even worse than Corinth, just like Paul!  
Power to Those Who Are Being Saved – 
The phrase emphasizes and that salvation comes only from God. The phrase "to us who are being saved" (1 Cor. 1:18, NKJV), means, we are not saving ourselves. Our salvation has an external source. While destruction is self-caused, salvation can only be granted, a gift of grace to sinners. (Romans 6:23, ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord".) Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 1:21 that ‘it is God who saves those who believe’. 
Salvation is not a one-time event but an ongoing process of transformation, also called Sanctification. By embracing the word of the cross, believers experience deliverance from the penalty of sin, as well as daily empowerment to overcome human self-centeredness and reflect Christ's character in their lives.
A Messiah Crucified – 
Paul wrote that the "Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom" (1 Cor. 1:22, ESV). The Cross--the idea of God, the Messiah, being crucified--was not a sign that the Jews had expected. Nor was it the kind of wisdom that the Greeks wanted. It went against everyone's expectations.
The Cross and the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth is the foundational event of Christian theology. For centuries, it has been a symbol of faith. 
Around 30 AD in Jerusalem, Jesus was condemned by Roman Governor Pontius Pilate, mocked as "King of the Jews," and then crucified. This brutal form of Roman torture is viewed by Christians as the ultimate sacrifice to atone for humanity's sins.
The narrative of a crucified Messiah fulfilled numerous passages in the Hebrew Scriptures. For instance, Psalm 22 foretold that the Messiah's hands and feet would be pierced, and Isaiah 53 prophesied that the servant would be "crushed for our iniquities".

However, the concept of a crucified Messiah was a major point of disagreement. To early Jewish and Roman authorities, a man hung on a tree was seen as accursed or divinely rejected. Despite this initial scandal, the cross became the central symbol of Christianity, signifying redemption. 
Paul says Christ sent him to preach the gospel. And he preached the message of a crucified Messiah (1 Cor. 1:23).  And he carried these ideas of Christ’s commission faithfully in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. 
In proclaiming the gospel message of the Cross, he didn't use "lofty speech or wisdom" (1 Corinthians 2:1, ESV); instead, he focused only on "Jesus Christ and him crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:2, ESV).
Christ, the Power and Wisdom of God - 
Towards the conclusion of 1 Corinthians 1:19-20, 30 and 31, Paul talks about how God's wisdom and human wisdom are incredibly different but notice that Paul does not reject wisdom as such, but he rejects the kind of human wisdom that tries to compete with God. Human wisdom is incapable of freeing men from sin. Only Christ, the wisdom of God, can perform this work. See below: 
but to us who are being saved [the message of the Cross] is the power of God
   1 Cor. 1:18 

but to those who are called
    Christ [is] the power of God
 1 Cor. 1:24 (NKJV)
To the Romans he wrote, “The gospel of Christ . . . is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes" (Rom. 1:16, NKJV).
Christ is not only the power but also the wisdom of God through whom God solved the problem of sin and salvation. 
Conclusion: It is the gospel message, the message of the Cross, that gives us both confidence and boldness, to stand firm and operate in this fallen world.  When we are challenged for our beliefs, we know who we are and whose we are (Romans 8:16-17).  “We are a chosen people. We are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, we can show others the goodness of God, for he called us out of the darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9). 
Commenting on Paul’s understanding of the ‘message of the Cross’, Ellen G. White writes, “But to Paul the cross was the one object of supreme interest. Ever since he had been arrested in his career of persecution against the followers of the crucified Nazarene he had never ceased to glory in the cross. At that time there had been given him a revelation of the infinite love of God, as revealed in the death of Christ; and a marvelous transformation had been wrought in his life, bringing all his plans and purposes into harmony with heaven. . . . He knew by personal experience that when a sinner once beholds the love of the Father, as seen in the sacrifice of His Son, and yields to the divine influence, a change of heart takes place, and henceforth Christ is all and in all."--Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 245, 246.  
*** God Bless You! ***
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