Devotion – 2, SASDAC (2026) 


Devotion – 2, (2026) Raddiwala and his Tarazoo (String Balance) Part – 1 
Scripture Text: - “You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Deut. 25:15 NIV
In earlier times, food and other goods were weighed and measured using a string balance. A standard weight (typically made of stone or iron) was placed on one side, and the material being measured was put on the other. When the balance was level, it was considered that it had been measured correctly.

Playing a ‘Tarazoowala’ with my two younger siblings was a pastime game for us. I would make a small ‘tarazoo’ with three strings attached to the two covers of an empty shoe polish tin and weigh our goodies and play. 

During my high school days at Roorkee, the school year end brought excitement to me for two reasons: First, that the final exams were over. Secondly, I will earn some pocket money to spend by selling all my old note books to the raddiwala (scrap dealer) and also save some money to go home. 

One Sunday morning, as I heard the sound of his rattly cycle bell, I ran to inform my other friends. We all grabbed our old note books and ran to the raddiwala. He took out his tarazoo, placed a half brick in one side of the pan and said, ‘This is one and half Kg’ and then began to place the used note books in the other side. 
A brick for a weight measure? My eyes rolled…
Can we imagine when our works be measured or weighed by God in the balance of His Law? Will we be measured correctly or be found wanting? 

(To be continued)

