Devotion – 3, (2026) Raddiwala and his Tarazoo 


Devotion – 3, (2026) Raddiwala and his Tarazoo (String Balance) Part – 2

Gladwin Mathews

Scripture Text: - "You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length, weight, or volume. You shall have honest scales.” Leviticus 19:35-36 

As the ‘raddiwala’ held the ‘tarazoo’ from the center in his hand, we all looked at each other, nodded our heads, signaled each other to watch his hand. As he lifted up the tarazoo, we noticed that he bent one side of the bar down to make the string- knot go up the bar. This would make the pan that had note books to go up so he can put more notebooks to make it look even. 

Now the trick is that by doing this, you could put more note books on that side and still show it weighing one and half kg. But actually, it would be at least 1kg more to his advantage by his dishonest means. 

We knew the basics of physics, so we would tell him to keep the ‘tarazoo’ leveled up when he picks up but again and again, he will try to dip one side of it to take advantage. And we would argue with him and tell him not to do so. 

The passage in Lev.19:35-36 reminds us to ‘have honest scales.’ And in Proverbs 11:1 we read, ‘Dishonest scales are an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight.’

This should remind us that using such a "double standard," is highly destructive to the overall society as it breeds distrust and suspicion. 

God links these practices with deceit, violence, wickedness, and oppression and we must avoid it! (Amos 8:5-6; Micah 6:10-12; Hosea 12:7).
