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Lesson – 9 (Qtr. – 3, 2026) Love – Driven Ministry 
Scripture Text: “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you" (2 Corinthians 2:4, NKJV).
Introduction: How would you define Christianity? – Is it a religion, a belief? Christianity is more than fundamental beliefs or theological reflection. It involves people, communities, and a God who is with us in our darkest moments or on our highest mountaintops of success. 
In the second Corinthians, we can learn a lot about Paul’s life and ministry through his interaction with the church. We realize, once again, that more than our words, our attitudes and relationships communicate the fragrance of Christ and attract a world longing for hope.
This week’s lesson highlights a number of following important themes: 

1. God’s Comfort in Suffering. God comforts us in moments of suffering and enables us to comfort others (2 Cor. 1:3–7).

2. Relying on God, Not Ourselves. Suffering teaches us dependence on God (2 Cor. 1:8–11).

3. Integrity and Faithfulness in Ministry. Christian ministry must be sincere and reflect God’s faithfulness (2 Cor. 1:12–14, 17–22).

4. Forgiveness and Restoration. Love-driven ministry seeks reconciliation, not condemnation (2 Cor. 2:5–11).

5. The Fragrance of Christ. Our lives should spread the message of Christ, much as a good-smelling fragrance, even if some reject it (2 Cor. 2:14–17).

Let’s jump into our study with a little historical background of 2 Corinthians: 

Philip Towner writes, “The Pauline authorship of the second letter to the Corinthians has not been seriously questioned and has been recognized as such by early church fathers, including Polycarp (ca. A.D. 155), Irenaeus (ca. A.D. 185), Clement of Alexandria (ca. A.D. 200), and Tertullian (ca. A.D. 210). But, as noted by some, 2 Corinthians “is surely the Pauline letter with the most complicated set of historical, social, and communal elements behind it.”—Philip Towner, “Corinthians, Second Letter To,” in The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, ed. K. Doob Sakenfeld (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2006), vol. 1, p. 744. 
The letter possibly was written over a long period of time, as Paul traveled through Macedonia (2 Cor. 2:1–12), encountering changing conditions and perhaps acquiring news from the church. These conditions and information may have resulted in additional topics that appear disconnected from the others already mentioned. 

2. A Love-driven Ministry: In 2 Corinthians 1 and 2, Paul highlights several key characteristics or emotions of a love-driven ministry. His personal experiences of suffering, forgiveness, and sincerity, demonstrate how true Christian ministry should be motivated by God’s love rather than by personal gain or status. Let’s look into those emotions: 
(a) Compassion and Comfort (2 Cor. 1:3–7): (Thanksgiving) 
The apostle Paul didn’t always have it so easy. Besides jail and the life-threatening situations, he faced, Paul also wrote: “From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches” (2 Cor. 11:24–28, NKJV).
With all these things happening in his life, yet, Paul had an attitude of thanksgiving to God. He focuses on the comfort that God provides for those who are suffering. 
Paul describes God as the “Father of mercies” and the “God of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3, ESV). Compassion (or mercies) and comfort are exactly what Paul received from God in his own trials. Thus, the apostle was able to extend this same mercy to the people around him, including his churches. 
* A compassion-driven ministry provides comfort to others, just as God comforts us in our suffering (2 Cor. 1:4). Ministry isn’t about power or control but about sharing in people’s pain and pointing them to Christ. Paul reminds the Corinthians that his own sufferings allowed him better to understand and minister to others who suffer (2 Cor. 1:6). In fact, it was from Jesus that Paul learned to love the churches in a way that reflects the love that Jesus has for us (2 Cor. 5:14; see 1 Cor. 11:1). 
(b) Dependence on God, Not Self (2 Cor. 1:8–11): 
In this second part of the greeting section, Paul recalls a time he was under extreme pressure, beyond his strength, even despairing (miserable) time of life (2 Cor. 1:8). Instead of relying on himself, he trusted in God, who has the ability to raise the dead (2 Cor. 1:9). The resurrection imagery is used here to show that God is able to do (and did do) the impossible when we rely on Him. 
A love-driven ministry depends on God’s power, not on human ability. Paul invites his audience as well as us, not to act as if they have all the answers but, rather, to point people to trust in God, who delivers His children from trials (2 Cor. 1:10). To keep it simple. 
(c) Integrity and Sincerity (2 Cor. 1:12–14): (Simplicity and Sincerity) 
Paul’s integrity and apostleship was questioned by some in Corinth. They thought Paul had a vacillating (wavering) and indecisive character, which was not fitting for the apostolic ministry. 
Question – Why did some question Paul’s integrity? 
Paul had been in Corinth before. According to 1 Corinthians 16:5, 6, he planned to pass through Macedonia on his way back to Corinth and, perhaps, stay in Corinth for the winter. From Corinth, he would go to Judea with the offering collected for the poor in Jerusalem not only in Macedonia, but also in Achaia, Galatia, and Asia. 
However, he changed his plans because of a bad report coming from Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17, 1 Cor. 16:10, 2 Cor. 1:1). So, he sent Timothy to address the issues and encourage them. 
Paul intended to go straight from Ephesus to Corinth and address the issues brought to his knowledge. The new itinerary would be Ephesus—Corinth—Macedonia—Corinth—Judea (2 Cor. 1:15, 16). So, instead he went from Ephesus to Corinth, but then he returned to Ephesus. His plans changed. He didn’t go back to Corinth as planned, because his latest visit did not go well. So, he returned to Ephesus and wrote to them an encouraging letter instead risks to worsen things with another visit (2 Cor. 2:1, 3). Paul’s intentions on the last visit were misinterpreted. Some in Corinth said that he was unreliable and that he did not love them enough (2 Cor. 1:17). 
Question: How did Paul respond to this situation? (Changing Plans)
In his response to the accusations, he moved the Corinthians’ eyes to the gospel of Christ. He was faithful to his intentions to visit the Corinthians at the best opportunity, just as God had been faithful in fulfilling His promises to them through Christ (2 Cor. 1:18–22). 

In his response he insists that his ministry was conducted with holiness, sincerity, and transparency, not by worldly wisdom but by God’s grace (2 Cor. 1:12). He defends himself against accusations of not being reliable and of being inconsistent, assuring the Corinthians that he was not being deceptive when he changed his travel plans (2 Cor. 1:15–18). 
Question: Does this kind of inconsistency happen in our ministry or visiting plans? We may say, I will come and visit you, but then don’t show up! Do we clarify our intentions? 
This integrity and sincerity are based on God’s faithfulness and become obvious in Paul’s Christ-centered preaching, as referenced in 2 Cor. 1:20, “For all the promises of God find their Yes in Him [i.e., Christ]. That is why it is through Him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory” (ESV). 
Therefore, the reason Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians instead of visiting them was his sincere love for them, not the opposite (2 Cor. 2:4). 

· We must always remember that love-driven ministry does not manipulate or deceive, but acts with honesty and integrity.

(d) Faithfulness to God’s Promises (2 Cor. 1:18–22): 
Paul emphasizes that God’s promises are always “Yes” in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20). A love-driven ministry focuses on God’s faithfulness, not on human inconsistencies. The work of the Holy Spirit describes three main activities. It first “establishes” the believer (2 Cor. 1:21). The verb used here is in the present tense, which suggests an ongoing effect. 
Second, the believer has been “anointed” to be able to share the good news with the world, as a priest or Levite would have done in the Old Testament. 
Finally, the Spirit seals believers in their hearts as God’s own (2 Cor. 1:22), assuring them of His commitment. Paul describes this seal as a “guarantee” (or down payment, Greek arrabōn) (2 Cor. 1:22), so that the believer can be assured of God’s trustworthiness and His unchanging promises.

(e) Forgiveness and Reconciliation (2 Cor. 2:5–11): 
Question: What was the result when Paul wrote to the Corinthians and what was his reaction? 

When Paul and Titus met later in Macedonia, he heard from Titus the excellent news that his strong encouraging words had brought positive results! This news brought much joy to Paul’s heart. 
In 2 Cor. 2:6,7, Paul urges the Corinthians to forgive and restore a repentant church member who had caused pain. A church motivated by love seeks reconciliation, not punishment or revenge. Paul then continues by stating that an unforgiving spirit gives Satan a foothold in the church (2 Cor. 2:11). 
· Instead of holding grudges, a love-driven ministry seeks to restore broken relationships with patience, love, grace and mercy. 
Question: How important it is to support our leaders?  As church members, we can make their work much easier in building relationships with love and grace.

3. A Fragrance of Christ (2 Cor. 2:14–17): 
Smells were important in the cultural context of the biblical world, as they often functioned as the extension of the personality of the bearer. 
Priest and kings (as well as the sanctuary) were anointed in the Old Testament, and the composition of the anointing oil suggests a strong-smelling fragrance (compare with Exod. 30:22–33), containing cinnamon, myrrh, cane, and cassia. Also, common rite of anointing specific people or locations as belonging to God.  

Smells communicate non-verbally. For example, bad smells drive us away from people. And good smells are attractive and can tap deep into our emotions. The smell of a favorite food may evoke within us long-forgotten emotions, reminding us of home, family, or celebrations. 
Paul uses the fragrance metaphor in connection with a triumphal procession, evidence of the victory, for the Corinthian church—with all its weaknesses and internal challenges—in the face of trials (2 Cor. 2:14). 
Additionally for Paul, believers were “an incense offering whose fragrance, being diffused in every place, is the saving knowledge of Christ.”— “2 Corinthians,” in Andrews Bible Commentary, ed. Ángel Manuel Rodríguez et al. (Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2022), p. 1665. 
Ministry should attract people to Christ, just as a sweet fragrance fills a room. However, to some, the gospel is an offense, like the smell of death (2 Cor. 2:16).

Conclusion: How do we apply this today?  
Ministry driven by love can reach those who are longing for hope. This type of ministry requires compassion, integrity, sincerity, and faithfulness to God’s promises. 
Ultimately, those who have encountered Jesus and been transformed by Him will be like a fragrance that attracts others looking for salvation. 

Pledge: May we encounter Jesus, to be filled with His sweet fragrance of love to experience transformation, that our ministry will be driven by love, compassion, integrity, transparency, accountability and forgiveness! 

*** God Bless YOU! ***
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